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Speech by His Excellency SO Khun,

Minister of Posts and Telecommunications on the Occasion of the
Opening of the Fifth GMS-IS SG Meeting at Angkor Century Hotel,
Siem Reap Province, Cambodia

Address Given December 23, 2009

- Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, National and International Guests;
- Delegates representing China, Myanmar, Vietnam, Thailand and Laos;

- All Mobile Operators

- Good Morning !

On behalf of the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications and my own
behalf, I hereby welcome the presence of Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen and
guests who have come from the People’s Republic of China, the Union of
Myanmar, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the Kingdom of Thailand and the
Lao People’s Democratic Republic.

According to the report of His Excellency TOUCH Heng, Chairman of GMS-IS,
SG Meeting, it has been revealed that the fifth meeting of the Steering Group
will allow us to learn about the outcomes of the 9t and 10t GMS IS IG Meetings
as well as to examine and solve a number of proposals requested by the
Implementation Group.

I hereby highly commend the work performance of the working groups from
GMS countries have effectively cooperated with each other to achieve the
planned project of GMS-IS agreed to by the governments of the six countries in
December 2004.

This year, the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications of Cambodia has hosted
the three-part meeting.

I decided to hold this 10tr GMS IS IG and 5% GMS IS SG Meeting in the
provincial town of Siem Reap, which is the best tourist city of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, with the aim of providing the opportunity to participating guests a
chance to visit Angkor Wat Temple.

So far the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications, which is the direct
supervisor of Telecom Cambodia has always supported various requests from
Telecom Cambodia in order to achieve this GMS-IS project, and the ministry has
actually:



- Supported Telecom Cambodia in its use of a loan from China in order to
build an optical fiber network and erect transmission signals in response to
the action plan in the first and second phases of GMS-IS.

- Provided a plot of land for the construction of an administrative and
technical building;

- Helped facilitate various necessary papers related to this project;

- And the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications still supports and
facilitates every possibility to the Telecom Cambodia in order to
accomplish the GMS-IS project.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications is considering the
project to construct an optical fiber network to Telecom Cambodia in order to
respond to the needs of clients throughout the country.

The telecommunication sector in Cambodia is developing and to date there
are more than five million mobile phones, equivalent to a density of 32% per one
hundred people. This number is still low compared to neighboring countries.

Regarding the optical fiber situation prior to 2005, the Ministry of Posts and
Telecommunications had only 750 km; however, Cambodia now has more than
15,000 km. This increase is the result of the Royal Government’s in-principle
deregulation of the telecommunication market authorizing the private sector to
contribute to the development.

In 2007, the Seventh Telmin Meeting was organized in Siem Reap
Provincial town and the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications used the
slogan “ICT Reaching to the Rural”, meaning, “we have to provide information
via telecommunications services and information technology to rural areas”.
Moreover, I think that this objective will be accomplished since the general
situation in Cambodia is good for both the local and foreign investors.

My recommendations for the 5t GMS IS SG Meeting are as follows:

1- Itis requested the plan of the second phase of GMS-IS Project be discussed
in detail;

2- Regarding the call tariff, data and cross traffic, how can we coordinate this
matter?

3- Good cooperation in maintenance and operation since if this task is poorly
managed, mutual blame will occur.

Last but not least, I hereby wish Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen and
guests of the five countries to accomplish fruitful outcomes in the 5t GMS
IS SG Meeting and take this opportunity to visit Angkor Wat Temple.
Through this, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen will have a better
understanding of Khmer culture, civilization and traditions.

Thanks!






Remark Speech by H.E Touch Heng, Under Secretary of States, Ministry of Posts
and Telecommunications, Cambodia (MPTC) on the implementation of the
Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS)

GMS-IS SG 5.

His Excellency, Minister of Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications
Distinguished Delegates from GMS member countries

Cambodia, China, Laos PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam,
Representatives of Telecom Operators

Invited guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Good morning.

First of all, On behalf of Chairperson of GMS IS SG meeting number 5 and
my self, | would like to express my sincere thank to Excellency Mr So Khun,
Minister Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications of Cambodia (MPTC)
for taking his valuable time to be the chairman of the opening ceremony of
the formal meeting of GMS IS SG5 from 23 to 24 December 2009 and all
delegates from GMS countries to Kingdom of Cambodia and to this wonder
City Siem Reap Angkor.

For me it is an honor to deliver this speech at this Steering Group Meeting.
Yours Excellency, Delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

The Greater Mekong sub-region which comprises the six countries along
the great Mekong River, and which covers a combined land area of 2.3
million square kilometer is a home to more than 250 million people. It was
almost four years ago that an MoU for planning and construction of the
Greater Mekong Sub-region Information Superhighway was signed by the
six member countries in December, 2004. The MOU aims for facilitation of
communications among the member countries, improving capacity for
domestic networks of each member, fostering regional economic co-
operations through Information and Telecommunication technology,
bridging the digital divide and reducing the cost of the social and
economical development.



The GMS IS project has been carried out in two phases. In the first phase
the six countries are to build point-to-point fiber optic cable high speed
transmission system among themselves. Today, direct cross border links
have been established among the member countries. During this first
phase, Kingdom of Cambodia has constructed cross border links with
Vietnam, Laos and Thailand. The First Phase of the Project was officially
completed during the last GMS Summit in Vientiane on March 2008. And
all the member countries are eager to continue to the second phase. In the
second phase, a ring fiber optical cable high speed transmission network
and a full meshed internet connection among the member countries will be
constructed to support greater transmission capacity and remove
telecommunications barriers in the region.

Yours Excellency, Delegates, ladies and gentlemen, we are now only about
one year to reach the target date line of the completion of GMS IS Project
in 2010. And the successful completion of the GMS ISN will tremendously
help the six countries sharing the Mekong River foster the connectivity and
promote the use of ICT. This will ultimately reduce the digital divide which
now exists in the region and promote all round development of the all
member countries.

The two days meeting of the Implementation Group number 10 prior to this
as well as the IG 9 held five months ago here in Phnom Penh Capital have
raised some important issues and | believe that the Steering Group
meeting which will be held for today and tomorrow will give some useful
solutions.

Finally, 1 would like to thank His Excellency, Minister to take time with us
and all the participants to both IG and SG meetings as well as the
responsible ministries of the member countries for continuously supporting
the Greater Mekong Sub-region Information Superhighway Project. | also
wish you all a pleasant stay in our country and in Siem Reap Angkor. With
a wish for success to this meeting, | would like to conclude my speech.

Thank you.
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